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Abstract
1.	 A single sheepdog can bring together and manoeuvre hundreds of sheep from 

one location to another. Engineers and ecologists are fascinated by this sheep-
dog herding because of the potential it provides for ‘bio-herding’: a biologically 
inspired herding of animal groups by robots. Although many herding algorithms 
have been proposed, most are studied via simulation.

2.	 There are a variety of ecological problems where management of wild animal 
groups is currently impossible, dangerous and/or costly for humans to manage 
directly, and which may benefit from bio-herding solutions.

3.	 Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) now deliver significant benefits to the economy 
and society. Here, we suggest the use of UAVs for bio-herding. Given their mobil-
ity and speed, UAVs can be used in a wide range of environments and interact 
with animal groups at sea, over the land and in the air.

4.	 We present a potential roadmap for achieving bio-herding using a pair of UAVs. 
In our framework, one UAV performs ‘surveillance’ of animal groups, informing 
the movement of a second UAV that herds them. We highlight the promise and 
flexibility of a paired UAV approach while emphasising its practical and ethical 
challenges. We start by describing the types of experiments and data required to 
understand individual and collective responses to UAVs. Next, we describe how 
to develop appropriate herding algorithms. Finally, we describe the integration of 
bio-herding algorithms into software and hardware architecture.

K E Y W O R D S
bio-inspired, biomimetic, herding, human–wildlife conflicts, sheepdog, surveillance, unmanned 
aerial vehicles
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1  |  BACKGROUND

People have been attempting to control the movements of wild an-
imals for many centuries, with methods frequently being biologi-
cally inspired (Vincent et al.,  2006). For example, scarecrows and 
raptor models have been used to deter birds from farmland for over 
3000 years (DeVault et al., 2013; Haining, 1988; Marsh et al., 1992), 
and people have used dogs to successfully herd livestock for more than 
6000 years (Coppinger & Coppinger, 2014). Today, efficient methods 
for controlling or herding the movement of animal groups have the 
potential to provide solutions to a variety of animal conservation and 
management problems at sea (Frixione & Salvadeo,  2021; Horswill 
et al., 2022), over the land (Fàbregas et al., 2021; Jackson et al., 2012; 
McKnight, 1995) and in the air (Allan, 2000; Nilsson et al., 2021).

At sea, herding bird flocks has the potential to reduce the negative 
effects of seabird depredation on fish farms, which can account for 
>53% of annual yields (Lekuona, 2002) and reduce bird wind-turbine 
collisions at offshore electricity-generating wind farms (Desholm & 
Kahlert, 2005). In the air, herding bird flocks away from airports may 
prevent bird flock collisions with aircraft, estimated to cost the in-
dustry $1.2 billion worldwide (Allan, 2000) and resulting in human 
casualties (Allan, 2000; Dale, 2009; DeVault et al., 2011). Over the 
land, herding farm livestock can promote efficient use of pastures, 
protect environmentally sensitive areas, provide ecosystem services 
and increase profitability (Reichelt, 2018). Herding the movements 
of free-ranging livestock and wildlife could prevent disease trans-
mission (Vercauteren et al., 2008) and mitigate carnivore–livestock 
conflicts (Rust & Marker, 2013; Ugarte et al., 2019). However, it is 
often costly, difficult and even dangerous for humans to directly 
herd animal groups in many of the contexts mentioned above. This 
has led to the proposal that herding can instead be performed by 
robots (Strömbom et al., 2014).

2  |  HOW TO HERD ANIMAL GROUPS?

A major factor driving the evolution of collective behaviour across 
different species is predation (Caro, 2005; Krause & Ruxton, 2002; 
Quinn & Cresswell,  2006). To avoid predators, members of large 
groups modify their positions relative to each other, often de-
creasing their nearest neighbour distances (Cavagna et al.,  2013; 
Couzin & Krause,  2003; Hamilton,  1971; King et al.,  2012; Quinn 
& Cresswell,  2006). For example, sheep Ovis aries show a strong 
attraction towards the centre of their flock when approached by a 
herding dog Canis lupus familiaris (King et al., 2012). At the same time, 
individuals may move away from the position or the approach direc-
tion of the threat (King et al., 2012; Sankey et al., 2021; Strömbom 
et al.,  2014), as seen in homing pigeons Columba livia that quickly 
turn away from the heading of an approaching aerial robot (Sankey 
et al., 2021).

Knowledge of how individuals and groups respond to po-
tential threats can enable humans to control their movement. 
Remote-controlled terrestrial or aerial robots have been used to 

herd a variety of species (Evered et al., 2014; Li et al., 2022; Long 
et al.,  2020; Paranjape et al.,  2018; Yaxley et al.,  2021; Figure  1). 
However, the person tasked with controlling the herding robot is 
limited by what they see directly or via the robot camera system, 
limiting their scope and applicability. To overcome the need for user 
control and automate herding through autonomous robots, herd-
ing algorithms based on efficient herding strategies are needed. 
Inspired by real-world data, a variety of general herding algorithms 
have been developed (Adachi & Kakikura, 2006; Gade et al., 2015; 
Bennett & Trafankowski, 2012; Miki & Nakamura, 2006; Strömbom 
et al., 2014). Unfortunately, due to the challenge of tracking and re-
sponding to wild animal groups in real time (King et al., 2018), most 
algorithms are tested in computer simulations and have not yet been 
applied in a real-world setting (though see Pfeifer et al., 1998).

Making a step towards automated herding in the wild, Strömbom 
and King et al. (2018) conducted laboratory tests using a feedback-
controlled, image-based, tracking system. To transfer their approach 
to real-world settings, they suggested using pairs of robots. One 
robot would collect images and generate information about the po-
sition and heading of the animal group. Based on this information, 
this ‘surveillance’ robot should direct the behaviour of a second 
robot, acting as the herder (Strömbom & King, 2018). In this way, 
the first robot should be aerial and optimised to collect visual data 
and the second robot should be optimised for herding. We believe 
that combining this approach with unmanned (or uncrewed) aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) is a promising framework to achieve automated bio-
herding. We further provide a roadmap on how to realise it based on 
our perspective.

3  |  UAVs (DRONES) FOR BIO - HERDING

UAVs are being used as tools to support conservation efforts 
in a wide range of environments (Sandbrook,  2015; Schroeder 
et al.,  2019; Weston et al.,  2020): their speed and mobility make 
them an ideal robot to follow and interact with animal groups at sea, 
over the land and in the air, that is, to herd them (Figure 2). Here, 
we break down this task of bio-herding using UAVs into three steps: 
(1) system understanding, (2) model development and (3) system in-
tegration. First, empirical data should be collected and analysed to 
provide information on the response and interaction of focal animal 
groups with UAVs. These data can then be used to develop theo-
retical models of herding and any specific design features of herd-
ing UAVs. The models can then be refined via model inference and 
selection to create algorithms that will be integrated into software 
and hardware, setting up the architecture for flying teams of ‘surveil-
lance and herding’ UAVs. We review each stage in more detail below.

3.1  |  Understanding of the system

Before trying to herd any animal group, it is necessary to quan-
tify their basic responses to UAVs (Yaxley et al., 2021). Through 
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a series of experiments, detailed data on the position and behav-
iour of individuals in response to human-controlled UAVs can be 
collected, for example, by fitting individuals with GPS and motion 
sensors (Figure 3a), as has already been done for flocks of sheep 
(Figure 3b,c) and pigeons (King et al., 2012; Sankey et al., 2021). 
For cases where mounting loggers to animals is not possible, sets 
of stationary cameras or quadcopter drones can be used to record 
individual and collective responses. Robust data can then be col-
lected through tests varying the velocities and approach strate-
gies of the UAV, as well as with animal groups of different sizes, 
geometry and density.

Understanding habituation of animals to the initially novel stimu-
lus of a UAV in the short term and long term is also key to developing 
systems that work reliably. Existing data give somewhat contradic-
tory information. Experiments with ground-based robots for herd-
ing sheep, for example, have shown significant habituation of the 
animals with the robot shepherd, compared to the presence of a real 
sheepdog (Evered et al., 2014). Flocks of birds do not always react to 
drones that show little resemblance to a predator (Egan et al., 2020), 
and in some cases even show aggressive behaviour (mobbing) to-
wards drones (Frixione & Salvadeo, 2021). However, when a robotic 
falcon (Figure 1d) was presented to flocks of birds, responses to the 

F I G U R E  1  Robots herding animal groups. (a) A robot dog (‘Spot’), developed by Boston dynamics (Spot®—The Agile Mobile Robot), 
being remotely controlled to herd sheep in New Zealand (Cuthbertson, 2020, photo credit: Rocos). (b) Unmanned Aerial vehicle (UAV) being 
experimentally used by researchers at the University of Kentucky (University of Kentucky, 2018) to monitor herds of cattle in the United 
States (photo credit: Alamy stock photo). (c) A drone flying over a flock of birds. Robotic herding of bird flocks has been tested using a UAV 
by researchers at Imperial College London and the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (Paranjape et al., 2018).  
(d) A remotely controlled robotic falcon (the ‘RobotFalcon’), developed by Robert Musters (Roflight—Avibird) at the University of Groningen 
(Hemelrijk), chasing a flock of homing pigeons (Sankey et al., 2021; photo credit: Marina Papadopoulou).

F I G U R E  2  Bio-herding. Unmanned aerial vehicle (UAVs) for bio-herding in different contexts, where a surveillance UAV records the 
position and heading of animal groups and informs the behaviour of the herding UAV to manoeuvre the group. Examples shown: (a) At 
sea, herding bird flocks to reduce the negative effects of seabirds on fish farms, and reduce bird wind-turbine collisions. (b) Over the land, 
herding livestock and wildlife for ecosystem services and mitigate carnivore–livestock conflicts. (c) In the air, herding bird flocks away from 
specific urban areas and away from airports to prevent bird flock collisions.
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robot predator were stable over time (Sankey et al., 2021; Storms 
et al., 2022). Herding methods should thus be developed and refined 
through preliminary tests to be species specific and context specific. 
For example, ‘barking’ drones were designed and used to herd farm 
animals (Li et al., 2022) after discovering that sheep react to auditory 
cues when approached by a drone, making their herding more effi-
cient (Yaxley et al., 2021).

3.2  |  Development of bio-herding models

Once data on animal groups' reactions to UAVs have been collected, 
researchers can then use these individual-level and group-level ob-
servations to produce data-driven models. These models should 
quantify how individuals interact with each other and respond to 
each other (Papadopoulou et al., 2022a), and to UAVs (Papadopoulou 
et al., 2022b; Sankey et al., 2021).

In the case of interactions with each other, while interactions 
will vary by species and context (Ballerini et al.,  2008; Evangelista 
et al., 2017; Ling et al., 2019), most models of collective motion are 
based on the balance of attraction, repulsion and alignment of group-
ing individuals (Carrillo et al., 2010; Couzin & Krause, 2003; Hemelrijk 
& Hildenbrandt,  2012; Papadopoulou et al.,  2022a; Strömbom 
et al.,  2014). However, existing herding models only include the 
standard alignment interaction between neighbours within the ani-
mal group which can limit their applicability (Cucker & Smale, 2007; 
Motsch & Tadmor, 2014). Therefore, a successful bio-herding model 
must be selected after exploring a variety of modelling approaches 
from collective behaviour, with agents constantly or intermittently 
moving (Strömbom & Tulevech,  2022) and being attracted to each 
other's current (Strömbom et al.,  2019) or future position (Bailo 
et al., 2018; Gerlee et al., 2017; Strömbom & Antia, 2021).

In the case of interactions with UAVs, agents are typically 
programmed to show simple repulsion from potential threats 

(Kolokolnikov et al., 2013; Strömbom et al., 2014). Animal behaviour 
studies can again offer insight into potential modelling rules, for 
instance, through experiments of fish shoals interacting with bio-
logically inspired and interactive robotic predators (e.g. Polverino 
et al., 2019, 2022). However, the interaction dynamics of a herding 
robot will need to be different to a natural (or simulated) predator, 
since the goal of bio-herding is to keep the group together and ma-
noeuvre it, while a predator's goal is typically the opposite, to break 

F I G U R E  3  Real-world data. (a) A sheep wearing a datalogger (photo credit: Andrew King). (b) Example of the response of a flock of sheep 
to threat, with the mean distance of 46 sheep from the centroid of the flock (m) plotted as a function of the distance from an approaching 
herding dog (m). Time (t1) indicates when the flock identifies the herding dog. (c) Movement of 46 sheep relative to their flock centroid as 
a function of time after identifying a herding dog (time t1). Sheep are ordered by initial distance from flock centroid. Data in (b) and (c) are 
from King et al. (2012).

F I G U R E  4  Example of a bio-herding model. The figure 
represents an output of a simulation of interactions between a 
group of 20 agents (animals) and a herding agent (unmanned aerial 
vehicle [UAV]) following a simple ‘predator–swarm interaction’ 
model proposed by Chen and Kolokolnikov (2014). The animals 
move based on attraction and short-range repulsion forces among 
them (to stay together, but also avoid colliding with each other), 
while also being repulsed by the UAV. The animals' repulsion from 
the UAV follows a power law, so the repulsion force decays at large 
distances. The UAV trajectory (dark blue) is determined using a 
particle swarm optimisation algorithm (MATLAB & Simulink, 2022; 
Kennedy & Eberhart, 1995) that attempts to steer the animals to 
the target zone destination in a minimum amount of time. The 
animal starting positions are shown by red-filled circles, their 
trajectories in grey and their final positions are shown by light blue-
filled circles.
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up groups and isolate individuals as prey (Zoratto et al., 2010). We 
suggest that optimal control theory (Bailo et al.,  2018; Totzeck & 
Pinnau, 2020) may provide a useful framework to generate heuristic 
rules for the herding strategy of a UAV. For example, we present a 
herding simulation in which a group of 20 agents interact through 
attraction and repulsion forces and show repulsion from a UAV 
(Figure 4). In this scenario, the trajectory of the UAV is determined 
by a computational optimisation procedure in real time.

Choosing the ‘best’ model for a UAV to follow and herd real 
animal groups will necessarily require some systematic testing and 
refinement, but Bayesian inference and model selection will speed 
up this process (Mann et al.,  2013). This approach selects models 
best supported by the data, by specifying a likelihood function (the 
probability of the data conditioned on a specific model parameter-
isation) and averaging over the possible parameter values using an 
appropriate prior distribution to give the marginal likelihood, a mea-
sure of model fit that accounts for uncertainty in model parameters, 
such that different models can be fairly compared (MacKay, 2003 ). 
Theoretical reasons to favour one model over another can be incor-
porated as differing prior probabilities on the models themselves, 
or more usually these can be equally weighted a priori to give a 
posterior probability for each model proportional to the marginal 
likelihood. Bayesian inference can also be used to evaluate the pos-
terior distribution of the parameters within a candidate model, iden-
tifying areas of remaining uncertainty, and assisting in the design of 
new tests to reduce this uncertainty in the most efficient manner 
(Garnett, 2023).

3.3  |  Integration of the system

Once herding algorithms are developed, these can be integrated 
into software and hardware architecture for pairs of UAVs. 
Following our perspective of using two UAVs, suitable software 
integration and automation already exist (Kangunde et al., 2021). 
There are open-source autopilots for managing the basics of keep-
ing the two UAVs in the air, including take-off, landing, loitering 
and flying to waypoints (Day et al., 2015). A ground control station 
would be needed to communicate between the two UAVs. The first 
UAV would be optimised to collect visual data, providing informa-
tion on the formation and dynamics of the group and the relative 
position of the group to the second UAV. Based on the data fed to 
the control station, the herding UAV would then be instructed to 
move towards the next herding-efficient position. Both UAVs can 
be updated at frequencies greater than 1 Hz, which should allow 
any algorithm to be rapidly integrated and fed to the herding UAV. 
This process continues until the group has been moved to a pre-
assigned location (for example).

The greatest challenge we foresee at this stage relates to the 
complexity of the computer vision routines necessary to track an-
imals in the field (the job of the surveillance UAV). This is one of 
the reasons we have proposed a dedicated surveillance UAV—it 
would take a distant position to optimise the collection of this 

information (while the herding UAV would likely be closer and 
with poorer view). Even with a surveillance UAV positioned with a 
good view of the animals, the perceptual capabilities to detect the 
animals will be different depending on the context. Walking ani-
mals can likely be detected and tracked successfully with proven 
techniques from computer vision (Redmon et al., 2016). However, 
flying animals represent a greater challenge in this respect, as they 
are typically smaller, faster and can be in any direction around 
UAVs (also challenging its positioning). This may require faster 
cameras (Gallego et al., 2022) with wide field of view, in combi-
nation with active vision strategies (where cameras scan for new 
information) to avoid a computational effort that is too large. In 
contexts where partial occlusions are possible (e.g. in the air), ad-
ditional methods may need to be developed, especially if the algo-
rithms chosen (above) require information like velocity or heading 
direction to be estimated.

4  |  CHALLENGES AND ETHIC S

In our proposed framework, we have focussed on UAVs because they 
provide a flexible solution across a variety of contexts. However, 
there are challenges with the use of UAVs. The nature of these prob-
lems highly depends on the system under examination, but in all 
cases, it is important that researchers consider both the human and 
wildlife population related to it. Any use of a UAV will require adher-
ing to local Civil Aviation Authority regulations, and any research on 
wildlife will require local ethical approval and must follow ethical and 
welfare guidelines for the treatment of animals in research (Stöcker 
et al., 2017; Vas et al., 2015).

When using UAVs to mitigate negative human-wildlife interac-
tions (e.g. keeping wildlife away from crops or predators away from 
livestock), there are further ethical concerns regarding the effect of 
UAVs on the animals they are herding and the local ecosystem. First, 
the artificial noise of drones may alter the natural behaviour of the 
target animals, causing vigilance (Schroeder et al.,  2019) or induc-
ing stress (Scholten et al., 2020; Yaxley et al., 2021), and may have 
secondary effects for other species locally (Brunton et al.,  2019; 
Weston et al.,  2020). Further research is necessary to minimise 
these effects. Second, strict legislation should be in place regarding 
which species can be targeted. If deterring a ‘pest’ species affects its 
foraging and ability to meet energy demands, there can be undesir-
able negative effects for local populations, especially if the species 
is of conservation value or important from an ecosystem services 
perspective (Scott et al., 2010; Tauler-Ametller et al., 2017; Zaitzove-
Raz et al., 2020).

In settings where wildlife and humans coexist, the operation of 
UAVs can cause conflicts with civilian privacy and raise complaints 
(Ly & Ly,  2021; Sandbrook,  2015). To counteract this, researchers 
must engage early and closely with end users and the public so that 
all parties understand the use and value of UAVs (Sandbrook, 2015). 
In addition, in professional settings, such as airports, flying auto-
mated UAVs during operational hours can cause conflict with air 
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traffic and security (Shvetsova & Shvetsov, 2021). In civil airports, 
aerial traffic rules may need to be redesigned to allow for smooth 
coexistence of aircrafts and drones (Shvetsova & Shvetsov,  2021; 
Wang et al.,  2020). In military airbases, the sensory systems on 
drones should be well protected to avoid security breaches (Ly & 
Ly, 2021).

Finally, the perspective we present here focuses on using UAVs 
as threats and assumes that animal groups respond primarily via vi-
sual cues, allowing us to apply the perspective presented across dif-
ferent species and contexts. Of course, this is an oversimplification. 
Regarding the stimuli provided by UAVs, researchers should consider 
a variety of stimuli that could be delivered by UAVs and their effects 
on the response of the animals. Apart from using UAVs as a threat, 
there is also potential in using robots that look like conspecifics to 
lead/guide groups (as opposed to repelling them) or provide attrac-
tive stimuli (e.g. food) to move groups around. This approach may be 
favourable in situations for which ethical concerns mentioned above 
apply. We encourage researchers and users to consider these op-
tions, but in-depth discussion is beyond the scope of this focussed 
perspective piece.

5  |  CONCLUSIONS

Although there are challenges to the use of UAVs for bio-herding, 
their potential is huge. We suggest that flying teams of ‘surveillance 
and herding’ UAVs, following state-of-the-art herding algorithms in-
formed by empirical data of animal collective behaviour, could ma-
noeuvre large groups of animals, solving a variety of human–wildlife 
problems that are currently costly, dangerous and even impossible 
for humans to deal with directly. Our roadmap provides some prin-
ciples on how to achieve this. We look forward to future, detailed 
taxa- and species-specific protocols for the development of robust 
bio-herding systems.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
Andrew J. King conceived the article and led the writing of the man-
uscript with Marina Papadopoulou, after extensive discussion with 
all authors. All authors contributed critically to the drafts and gave 
final approval for publication.

ACKNO​WLE​DG E​MENTS
Marina Papadopoulou is supported by an Office for Naval Research 
(ONR) Global Grant (N629092112030) awarded to Andrew J King. 
We thank two anonymous Reviewers and the Editors for their 
input.

CONFLIC T OF INTERE S T
Authors declare no conflicts of interest.

PEER RE VIE W
The peer review history for this article is available at https://publo​
ns.com/publo​n/10.1111/2041-210X.14049.

DATA AVAIL ABILIT Y S TATEMENT
No datasets are used.

ORCID
Andrew J. King   https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6870-9767 
Steven J. Portugal   https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2438-2352 

R E FE R E N C E S
Adachi, Y., & Kakikura, M. (2006). Research on sheepdog problem 

using cellular automata. In IEEE International Conference on 
Computational Cybernetics (pp. 1–6). Institutute for Electrical 
and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). https://doi.org/10.1109/
ICCCYB.2006.305722

Allan, J. R. (2000). The costs of bird strikes and bird strike prevention. In 
L. Clark (Ed.), Human conflicts with wildlife: Economic considerations 
(Vol. 19, pp. 147–153). National Wildlife Research Center.

Bailo, R., Bongini, M., Carrillo, J. A., & Kalise, D. (2018). Optimal consen-
sus control of the Cucker-Smale model. IFAC-PapersOnLine, 51(13), 
1–6. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ifacol.2018.07.245

Ballerini, M., Cabibbo, N., Candelier, R., Cavagna, A., Cisbani, E., Giardina, 
I., Lecomte, V., Orlandi, A., Parisi, G., Procaccini, A., Viale, M., & 
Zdravkovic, V. (2008). Interaction ruling animal collective behav-
ior depends on topological rather than metric distance: Evidence 
from a field study. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
of the United States of America, 105(4), 1232–1237. https://doi.
org/10.1073/pnas.07114​37105

Bennett, B., & Trafankowski, M. (2012). A Comparative investigation of 
herding algorithms. In A. Galton & Z. Wood (Eds.), Proc. Symp. on 
Understanding and Modelling Collective Phenomena (UMoCoP) (pp. 
33–38). Birmingham, UK.

Brunton, E., Bolin, J., Leon, J., & Burnett, S. (2019). Fright or flight? 
Behavioural responses of kangaroos to drone-based monitoring. 
Drones, 3(2), Article 2. https://doi.org/10.3390/drone​s3020041

Caro, T. (2005). Antipredator defenses in birds and mammals. University of 
Chicago Press.

Carrillo, J. A., Fornasier, M., Toscani, G., & Vecil, F. (2010). Particle, ki-
netic, and hydrodynamic models of swarming. In Mathematical 
modeling of collective behavior in socio-economic and life sciences (pp. 
297–336). Springer.

Cavagna, A., Queiros, S. M. D., Giardina, I., Stefanini, F., & Viale, M. 
(2013). Diffusion of individual birds in starling flocks. Proceedings 
of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 280(1756), 20122484. 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2012.2484

Chen, Y., & Kolokolnikov, T. (2014). A minimal model of predator–swarm 
interactions. Journal of the Royal Society Interface, 11(94), 20131208. 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2013.1208

Coppinger, L., & Coppinger, R. (2014). Dogs for herding and guarding 
livestock. In T. Grandin (Ed.), Livestock handling and transport (4th 
ed., pp. 245–260). CABI. https://doi.org/10.1079/97817​80643​
212.0245

Couzin, I. D., & Krause, J. (2003). Self-organization and collective be-
havior in vertebrates. Advances in the Study of Behavior, 32, 1–75. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0065​-3454(03)01001​-5

Cucker, F., & Smale, S. (2007). On the mathematics of emergence. 
Japanese Journal of Mathematics, 2(1), 197–227. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s1153​7-007-0647-x

Cuthbertson, A. (2020, May 21). Robot sheep dog herds animals in New 
Zealand. The Independent. https://www.indep​endent.co.uk/tech/
robot​-sheep​-dog-bosto​n-dynam​ics-spot-robot​ics-a9526​276.html

Dale, L. A. (2009). Personal and corporate liability in the aftermath of 
bird strikes. Human-Wildlife Conflicts, 3(2), 216–225.

Day, M. A., Clement, M. R., Russo, J. D., Davis, D., & Chung, T. H. (2015). 
Multi-UAV software systems and simulation architecture. In 2015 

 2041210x, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/2041-210X

.14049 by T
est, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [13/01/2023]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://publons.com/publon/10.1111/2041-210X.14049
https://publons.com/publon/10.1111/2041-210X.14049
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6870-9767
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6870-9767
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2438-2352
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2438-2352
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICCCYB.2006.305722
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICCCYB.2006.305722
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ifacol.2018.07.245
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0711437105
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0711437105
https://doi.org/10.3390/drones3020041
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2012.2484
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2013.1208
https://doi.org/10.1079/9781780643212.0245
https://doi.org/10.1079/9781780643212.0245
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0065-3454(03)01001-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11537-007-0647-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11537-007-0647-x
https://www.independent.co.uk/tech/robot-sheep-dog-boston-dynamics-spot-robotics-a9526276.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/tech/robot-sheep-dog-boston-dynamics-spot-robotics-a9526276.html


    |  7Methods in Ecology and Evolu
onKING et al.

International Conference on Unmanned Aircraft Systems (ICUAS) (pp. 
426–435). Institutute for Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). 
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICUAS.2015.7152319

Desholm, M., & Kahlert, J. (2005). Avian collision risk at an offshore 
wind farm. Biology Letters, 1(3), 296–298. https://doi.org/10.1098/
rsbl.2005.0336

DeVault, T. L., Belant, J. L., Blackwell, B. F., & Seamans, T. W. (2011). 
Interspecific variation in wildlife hazards to aircraft: Implications 
for airport wildlife management. Wildlife Society Bulletin, 35(4), 
394–402. https://doi.org/10.1002/wsb.75

DeVault, T. L., Blackwell, B. F., & Belant, J. L. (2013). Wildlife in airport en-
vironments preventing animal-aircraft collisions through science-based 
management. The Johns Hopkins University Press.

Egan, C. C., Blackwell, B. F., Fernández-Juricic, E., & Klug, P. E. (2020). 
Testing a key assumption of using drones as frightening devices: 
Do birds perceive drones as risky? The Condor, 122(3), duaa014. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/condo​r/duaa014

Evangelista, D. J., Ray, D. D., Raja, S. K., & Hedrick, T. L. (2017). Three-
dimensional trajectories and network analyses of group behaviour 
within chimney swift flocks during approaches to the roost. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 284(1849), 
20162602. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2016.2602

Evered, M., Burling, P., & Trotter, M. (2014). An investigation of pred-
ator response in robotic herding of sheep. In 2014 International 
Conference on Intelligent Agriculture, 63 (p. 6). Institutute for 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). https://doi.org/10.7763/
IPCBEE.2014.V63.9

Fàbregas, M. C., Fosgate, G. T., Ganswindt, A., Bertschinger, H., & 
Meyer, L. C. R. (2021). Unforeseen consequences of conservation 
management practices: Case study on herding rhino as an anti-
poaching measure. Animal Conservation, 24(3), 412–423. https://
doi.org/10.1111/acv.12646

Frixione, M. G., & Salvadeo, C. (2021). Drones, gulls and urban-
ity: Interaction between new technologies and human subsi-
dized species in coastal areas. Drones, 5(2), Article 2. https://doi.
org/10.3390/drone​s5020030

Gade, S., Paranjape, A. A., & Chung, S.-J. (2015). Herding a flock of 
birds approaching an airport using an unmanned aerial vehi-
cle. In AIAA guidance, navigation, and control conference. AIAA 
Guidance, Navigation, and Control Conference. https://doi.
org/10.2514/6.2015-1540

Gallego, G., Delbrück, T., Orchard, G., Bartolozzi, C., Taba, B., Censi, 
A., Leutenegger, S., Davison, A. J., Conradt, J., Daniilidis, K., 
& Scaramuzza, D. (2022). Event-based vision: A survey. IEEE 
Transactions on Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence, 44(1), 154–
180. https://doi.org/10.1109/TPAMI.2020.3008413

Garnett, R. (2023). Bayesian optimization. Cambridge University Press. 
https://bayes​optbo​ok.com//

Gerlee, P., Tunstrøm, K., Lundh, T., & Wennberg, B. (2017). Impact of an-
ticipation in dynamical systems. Physical Review E, 96(6), 062413. 
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysR​evE.96.062413

Haining, P. (1988). The scarecrow: Fact and fable. Robert Hale.
Hamilton, W. D. (1971). Geometry for the selfish herd. Journal of 

Theoretical Biology, 31(2), 295–311. https://doi.org/10.1016/​0022-
5193(71)90189​-5

Hemelrijk, C. K. Preventing bird strikes: Developing RoboFalcons to deter 
bird flocks (Open Technology Programme (OTP) - NWO Patent). 
https://resea​rch.rug.nl/en/proje​cts/preve​nting​-bird-strik​es-devel​
oping​-robof​alcon​s-to-deter​-bird-floc

Hemelrijk, C. K., & Hildenbrandt, H. (2012). Schools of fish and flocks 
of birds: Their shape and internal structure by self-organization. 
Interface Focus, 2(6), 726–737. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsfs.2012.​
0025

Horswill, C., Miller, J. A. O., & Wood, M. J. (2022). Impact assessments of 
wind farms on seabird populations that overlook existing drivers of 
demographic change should be treated with caution. Conservation 

Science and Practice, 4(4), e12644. https://doi.org/10.1111/
csp2.12644

Jackson, C. R., McNutt, J. W., Apps, P. J., Jackson, C. R., McNutt, J. W., 
& Apps, P. J. (2012). Managing the ranging behaviour of African 
wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) using translocated scent marks. Wildlife 
Research, 39(1), 31–34. https://doi.org/10.1071/WR11070

Kangunde, V., Jamisola, R. S., & Theophilus, E. K. (2021). A review on 
drones controlled in real-time. International Journal of Dynamics and 
Control, 9(4), 1832–1846. https://doi.org/10.1007/s4043​5-020-
00737​-5

Kennedy, J., & Eberhart, R. (1995). Particle swarm optimization. 
Proceedings of ICNN'95 - International Conference on Neural Networks, 
4, 1942–1948. https://doi.org/10.1109/ICNN.1995.488968

King, A. J., Fehlmann, G., Biro, D., Ward, A. J., & Fürtbauer, I. (2018). 
Re-wilding collective behaviour: An ecological perspective. Trends 
in Ecology & Evolution, 33(5), 347–357. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
tree.2018.03.004

King, A. J., Wilson, A. M., Wilshin, S. D., Lowe, J., Haddadi, H., Hailes, S., & 
Morton, A. J. (2012). Selfish-herd behaviour of sheep under threat. 
Current Biology, 22(14), R561–R562. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
cub.2012.05.008

Kolokolnikov, T., Carrillo, J. A., Bertozzi, A., Fetecau, R., & Lewis, M. 
(2013). Emergent behaviour in multi-particle systems with non-
local interactions. Physica D: Nonlinear Phenomena, Complete(260), 
1–4. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physd.2013.06.011

Krause, J., & Ruxton, G. D. (2002). Living in groups. Oxford University 
Press.

Lekuona, J. M. (2002). Food intake, feeding behaviour and stock losses of 
cormorants, Phalacrocorax carbo, and grey herons, Ardea cinerea, 
at a fish farm in Arcachon Bay (Southwest France) during breeding 
and non-breeding season. Folia Zoologica, 51(1), 23–34.

Li, X., Huang, H., Savkin, A. V., & Zhang, J. (2022). Robotic herding of farm 
animals using a network of barking aerial drones. Drones, 6(2), 29. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/drone​s6020029

Ling, H., Mclvor, G. E., Van Der Vaart, K., Vaughan, R. T., Thornton, A. A., 
& Ouellette, N. T. (2019). Local interactions and their group-level 
consequences in flocking jackdaws. Proceedings of the Royal Society 
B: Biological Sciences, 286(1906), 1–10. https://doi.org/10.1098/
rspb.2019.0865

Long, N. K., Sammut, K., Sgarioto, D., Garratt, M., & Abbass, H. A. (2020). 
A comprehensive review of shepherding as a bio-inspired swarm-
robotics guidance approach. IEEE Transactions on Emerging Topics in 
Computational Intelligence, 4(4), 523–537. https://doi.org/10.1109/
TETCI.2020.2992778

Ly, B., & Ly, R. (2021). Cybersecurity in unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). 
Journal of Cyber Security Technology, 5(2), 120–137. https://doi.
org/10.1080/23742​917.2020.1846307

MacKay, D. J. C. (2003). Information theory, inference and learning algo-
rithms. Cambridge University Press.

Mann, R. P., Perna, A., Strömbom, D., Garnett, R., Herbert-Read, J. E., 
Sumpter, D. J. T., & Ward, A. J. W. (2013). Multi-scale inference of 
interaction rules in animal groups using Bayesian model selection. 
PLoS Computational Biology, 9(3), e1002961.

Marsh, R. E., Erickson, W. A., & Salmon, T. P. (1992). Scarecrows and pred-
ator models for frightening birds from specific areas. Proceedings of 
the Vertebrate Pest Conference, 15(15), 112–114.

MATLAB & Simulink. (2022). Particle swarm optimization algorithm. 
MathWorks. https://uk.mathw​orks.com/help/gads/parti​cle-swarm​
-optim​izati​on-algor​ithm.html

McKnight, B. L. (1995). Behavioural ecology of ‘hand-reared’ African el-
ephants (Loxodonta africana (Blumenbach)) in Tsavo East National 
Park, Kenya. African Journal of Ecology, 33(3), 242–256. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1365-2028.1995.tb008​02.x

Miki, T., & Nakamura, T. (2006). An effective simple shepherding al-
gorithm suitable for implementation to a multi-Mmobile robot 
system. In First International Conference on Innovative Computing, 

 2041210x, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/2041-210X

.14049 by T
est, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [13/01/2023]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://doi.org/10.1109/ICUAS.2015.7152319
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2005.0336
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2005.0336
https://doi.org/10.1002/wsb.75
https://doi.org/10.1093/condor/duaa014
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2016.2602
https://doi.org/10.7763/IPCBEE.2014.V63.9
https://doi.org/10.7763/IPCBEE.2014.V63.9
https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12646
https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12646
https://doi.org/10.3390/drones5020030
https://doi.org/10.3390/drones5020030
https://doi.org/10.2514/6.2015-1540
https://doi.org/10.2514/6.2015-1540
https://doi.org/10.1109/TPAMI.2020.3008413
https://bayesoptbook.com//
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevE.96.062413
https://doi.org/10.1016/0022-5193(71)90189-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/0022-5193(71)90189-5
https://research.rug.nl/en/projects/preventing-bird-strikes-developing-robofalcons-to-deter-bird-floc
https://research.rug.nl/en/projects/preventing-bird-strikes-developing-robofalcons-to-deter-bird-floc
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsfs.2012.0025
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsfs.2012.0025
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.12644
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.12644
https://doi.org/10.1071/WR11070
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40435-020-00737-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40435-020-00737-5
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICNN.1995.488968
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2018.03.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2018.03.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2012.05.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2012.05.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physd.2013.06.011
https://doi.org/10.3390/drones6020029
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.0865
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.0865
https://doi.org/10.1109/TETCI.2020.2992778
https://doi.org/10.1109/TETCI.2020.2992778
https://doi.org/10.1080/23742917.2020.1846307
https://doi.org/10.1080/23742917.2020.1846307
https://uk.mathworks.com/help/gads/particle-swarm-optimization-algorithm.html
https://uk.mathworks.com/help/gads/particle-swarm-optimization-algorithm.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2028.1995.tb00802.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2028.1995.tb00802.x


8  |   Methods in Ecology and Evolu
on KING et al.

Information and Control - Volume I (ICICIC'06), 3 (pp. 161–165). 
Institutute for Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). https://
doi.org/10.1109/ICICIC.2006.411

Motsch, S., & Tadmor, E. (2014). Heterophilious dynamics en-
hances consensus. SIAM Review, 56(4), 577–621. https://doi.
org/10.1137/12090​1866

Nilsson, C., La Sorte, F. A., Dokter, A., Horton, K., Van Doren, B. M., 
Kolodzinski, J. J., Shamoun-Baranes, J., & Farnsworth, A. (2021). 
Bird strikes at commercial airports explained by citizen science and 
weather radar data. Journal of Applied Ecology, 58(10), 2029–2039. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.13971

Papadopoulou, M., Hildenbrandt, H., Sankey, D. W. E., Portugal, S. J., & 
Hemelrijk, C. K. (2022a). Self-organization of collective escape in 
pigeon flocks. PLoS Computational Biology, 18(1), e1009772. https://
doi.org/10.1371/journ​al.pcbi.1009772

Papadopoulou, M., Hildenbrandt, H., Sankey, D. W. E., Portugal, S. J., & 
Hemelrijk, C. K. (2022b). Emergence of splits and collective turns 
in pigeon flocks under predation. Royal Society Open Science, 9(2), 
211898. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.211898

Paranjape, A. A., Member, S. C. S., Kim, K., Shim, D. H., & Member, S. 
(2018). Robotic herding of a flock of birds using an unmanned ae-
rial vehicle. IEEE Transactions on Robotics, 34(4), 1–15. https://doi.
org/10.1109/TRO.2018.2853610

Pfeifer, R., Blumberg, B., Meyer, J.-A., & Wilson, S. W. (1998). Robot 
sheepdog project achieves automatic flock control. In From Animals 
to Animats 5: Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference on 
Simulation of Adaptive Behavior (pp. 489–493). MIT Press https://
ieeex​plore.ieee.org/docum​ent/6278703

Polverino, G., Karakaya, M., Spinello, C., Soman, V. R., & Porfiri, M. (2019). 
Behavioural and life-history responses of mosquitofish to biologi-
cally inspired and interactive robotic predators. Journal of the Royal 
Society Interface, 16(158), 20190359. https://doi.org/10.1098/
rsif.2019.0359

Polverino, G., Soman, V. R., Karakaya, M., Gasparini, C., Evans, J. P., & 
Porfiri, M. (2022). Ecology of fear in highly invasive fish revealed 
by robots. IScience, 25(1), 103529. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
isci.2021.103529

Quinn, J. L., & Cresswell, W. (2006). Testing domains of danger in the self-
ish herd: Sparrowhawks target widely spaced redshanks in flocks. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 273(1600), 
2521–2526. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2006.3612

Redmon, J., Divvala, S., Girshick, R., & Farhadi, A. (2016). You only look 
once: Unified, real-time object detection. In 2016 IEEE Conference 
on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition (CVPR) (pp. 779–788). 
Institutute for Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). https://
doi.org/10.1109/CVPR.2016.91

Reichelt, N. (2018). Enhancing the profitability and productivity of livestock 
farming through virtual herding technology. Australian Government, 
Department of Water and Agricultural Resources https://www.
dairy​austr​alia.com.au

Roflight—Avibird. Retrieved April 7, 2022, from. http://www.rofli​ght.
com/page.php?id=11

Rust, N. A., & Marker, L. L. (2013). Cost of carnivore coexistence 
on communal and resettled land in Namibia. Environmental 
Conservation, 41(1), 45–53. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0376​89291​
3000180

Sandbrook, C. (2015). The social implications of using drones for biodiver-
sity conservation. Ambio, 44(4), 636–647. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s1328​0-015-0714-0

Sankey, D. W. E., Storms, R. F., Musters, R. J., Russell, T. W., Hemelrijk, 
C. K., & Portugal, S. J. (2021). Absence of “selfish herd” dynamics 
in bird flocks under threat. Current Biology, 31, 3192–3198. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2021.05.009

Scholten, B. D., Beard, A. R., Choi, H., Baker, D. M., Caulfield, M. E., & 
Proppe, D. S. (2020). Short-term exposure to unmanned aerial ve-
hicles does not alter stress responses in breeding tree swallows. 

Conservation Physiology, 8(1), coaa080. https://doi.org/10.1093/
conph​ys/coaa080

Schroeder, N. M., Panebianco, A., Gonzalez Musso, R., & Carmanchahi, 
P. (2019). An experimental approach to evaluate the potential of 
drones in terrestrial mammal research: A gregarious ungulate as a 
study model. Royal Society Open Science, 7(1), 191482. https://doi.
org/10.1098/rsos.191482

Scott, J. M., Goble, D. D., Haines, A. M., Wiens, J. A., & Neel, M. C. 
(2010). Conservation-reliant species and the future of con-
servation. Conservation Letters, 3(2), 91–97. https://doi.org/​
10.1111/j.1755-263X.2010.00096.x

Shvetsova, S. V., & Shvetsov, A. V. (2021). Ensuring safety and security 
in employing drones at airports. Journal of Transportation Security, 
14(1), 41–53. https://doi.org/10.1007/s1219​8-020-00225​-z

Spot®—The Agile Mobile Robot. Boston dynamics. Retrieved April 11, 
2022, from https://www.bosto​ndyna​mics.com/produ​cts/spot

Stöcker, C., Bennett, R., Nex, F., Gerke, M., & Zevenbergen, J. (2017). 
Review of the current state of UAV regulations. Remote Sensing, 
9(5), Article 5. https://doi.org/10.3390/rs905​0459

Storms, R. F., Carere, C., Musters, R., van Gasteren, H., Verhulst, S., & 
Hemelrijk, C. K. (2022). Deterrence of birds with an artificial pred-
ator, the RobotFalcon. Journal of the Royal Society Interface, 19(195), 
20220497. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2022.0497

Strömbom, D., & Antia, A. (2021). Anticipation induces polarized col-
lective motion in attraction based models. Northeast Journal of 
Complex Systems, 3(1), Article 2. https://doi.org/10.22191/​nejcs/​
vol3/iss1/2

Strömbom, D., Hassan, T., Hunter Greis, W., & Antia, A. (2019). 
Asynchrony induces polarization in attraction-based models of 
collective motion. Royal Society Open Science, 6(4), 190381. https://
doi.org/10.1098/rsos.190381

Strömbom, D., & King, A. J. (2018). Robot collection and transport of ob-
jects: A biomimetic process. Frontiers in Robotics and AI, 5, Article 48. 
https://www.front​iersin.org/artic​le/10.3389/frobt.2018.00048

Strömbom, D., Mann, R. P., Wilson, A. M., Hailes, S., Morton, A. J., 
Sumpter, D. J. T., & King, A. J. (2014). Solving the shepherding 
problem: Heuristics for herding autonomous, interacting agents. 
Journal of the Royal Society Interface, 11(100), 20140719. https://
doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2014.0719

Strömbom, D., & Tulevech, G. (2022). Attraction vs. alignment as drivers 
of collective motion. Frontiers in Applied Mathematics and Statistics, 
7, 717523. https://doi.org/10.3389/fams.2021.717523

Tauler-Ametller, H., Hernández-Matías, A., Pretus, J. L. L., & Real, J. 
(2017). Landfills determine the distribution of an expanding breed-
ing population of the endangered Egyptian vulture Neophron perc-
nopterus. Ibis, 159(4), 757–768. https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.12495

Totzeck, C., & Pinnau, R. (2020). Space mapping-based receding horizon 
control for stochastic interacting particle systems: Dogs herding 
sheep. Journal of Mathematics in Industry, 10(1), 11. https://doi.
org/10.1186/s1336​2-020-00077​-1

Ugarte, C. S., Moreira-Arce, D., & Simonetti, J. A. (2019). Ecological at-
tributes of carnivore-livestock conflict. Frontiers in Ecology and 
Evolution, 7, Article 433. https://doi.org/10.3389/fevo.2019.00433

University of Kentucky. (2018). Autonomous unmanned aerial robots for 
livestock health monitoring. (Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 
Patent No. Grant Number: 2018-67021-27416).

Vas, E., Lescroël, A., Duriez, O., Boguszewski, G., & Grémillet, D. (2015). 
Approaching birds with drones: First experiments and ethical guide-
lines. Biology Letters, 11(2), 20140754. https://doi.org/10.1098/
rsbl.2014.0754

Vercauteren, K. C., Lavelle, M. J., & Phillips, G. E. (2008). Livestock 
protection dogs for deterring deer from cattle and feed. The 
Journal of Wildlife Management, 72(6), 1443–1448. https://doi.
org/10.2193/2007-372

Vincent, J. F. V., Bogatyreva, O. A., Bogatyrev, N. R., Bowyer, A., & Pahl, 
A.-K. (2006). Biomimetics: Its practice and theory. Journal of the 

 2041210x, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/2041-210X

.14049 by T
est, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [13/01/2023]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://doi.org/10.1109/ICICIC.2006.411
https://doi.org/10.1109/ICICIC.2006.411
https://doi.org/10.1137/120901866
https://doi.org/10.1137/120901866
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.13971
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009772
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009772
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.211898
https://doi.org/10.1109/TRO.2018.2853610
https://doi.org/10.1109/TRO.2018.2853610
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/6278703
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/6278703
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2019.0359
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2019.0359
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.isci.2021.103529
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.isci.2021.103529
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2006.3612
https://doi.org/10.1109/CVPR.2016.91
https://doi.org/10.1109/CVPR.2016.91
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au
http://www.roflight.com/page.php?id=11
http://www.roflight.com/page.php?id=11
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0376892913000180
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0376892913000180
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-015-0714-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-015-0714-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2021.05.009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2021.05.009
https://doi.org/10.1093/conphys/coaa080
https://doi.org/10.1093/conphys/coaa080
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.191482
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.191482
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1755-263X.2010.00096.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1755-263X.2010.00096.x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12198-020-00225-z
https://www.bostondynamics.com/products/spot
https://doi.org/10.3390/rs9050459
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2022.0497
https://doi.org/10.22191/nejcs/vol3/iss1/2
https://doi.org/10.22191/nejcs/vol3/iss1/2
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.190381
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.190381
https://www.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/frobt.2018.00048
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2014.0719
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2014.0719
https://doi.org/10.3389/fams.2021.717523
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.12495
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13362-020-00077-1
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13362-020-00077-1
https://doi.org/10.3389/fevo.2019.00433
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2014.0754
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2014.0754
https://doi.org/10.2193/2007-372
https://doi.org/10.2193/2007-372


    |  9Methods in Ecology and Evolu
onKING et al.

Royal Society Interface, 3(9), 471–482. https://doi.org/10.1098/
rsif.2006.0127

Wang, L., Ai, J., Zhang, L., & Xing, Z. (2020). Design of Airport Obstacle-
Free Zone Monitoring UAV system based on computer vision. 
Sensors, 20(9), Article 9. https://doi.org/10.3390/s2009​2475

Weston, M. A., O'Brien, C., Kostoglou, K. N., & Symonds, M. R. E. (2020). 
Escape responses of terrestrial and aquatic birds to drones: Towards 
a code of practice to minimize disturbance. Journal of Applied 
Ecology, 57(4), 777–785. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.13575

Yaxley, K. J., Joiner, K. F., & Abbass, H. (2021). Drone approach pa-
rameters leading to lower stress sheep flocking and movement: 
Sky shepherding. Scientific Reports, 11(1), Article 1. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s4159​8-021-87453​-y

Zaitzove-Raz, M., Comay, O., Motro, Y., & Dayan, T. (2020). Barn owls 
as biological control agents: Potential risks to non-target rare and 
endangered species. Animal Conservation, 23(6), 646–659. https://
doi.org/10.1111/acv.12576

Zoratto, F., Carere, C., Chiarotti, F., Santucci, D., & Alleva, E. (2010). 
Aerial hunting behaviour and predation success by pere-
grine falcons Falco peregrinus on starling flocks Sturnus vul-
garis. Journal of Avian Biology, 41(4), 427–433. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1600-048X.2010.04974.x

How to cite this article: King, A. J., Portugal, S. J., Strömbom, 
D., Mann, R. P., Carrillo, J. A., Kalise, D., de Croon, G., 
Barnett, H., Scerri, P., Groß, R., Chadwick, D. R., & 
Papadopoulou, M. (2023). Biologically inspired herding of 
animal groups by robots. Methods in Ecology and Evolution, 
00, 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1111/2041-210X.14049

 2041210x, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/2041-210X

.14049 by T
est, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [13/01/2023]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2006.0127
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2006.0127
https://doi.org/10.3390/s20092475
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.13575
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-87453-y
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-87453-y
https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12576
https://doi.org/10.1111/acv.12576
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-048X.2010.04974.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-048X.2010.04974.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/2041-210X.14049

	Biologically inspired herding of animal groups by robots
	Abstract
	1|BACKGROUND
	2|HOW TO HERD ANIMAL GROUPS?
	3|UAVs (DRONES) FOR BIO-­HERDING
	3.1|Understanding of the system
	3.2|Development of bio-­herding models
	3.3|Integration of the system

	4|CHALLENGES AND ETHICS
	5|CONCLUSIONS
	AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
	ACKNO​WLE​DGE​MENTS
	CONFLICT OF INTEREST
	PEER REVIEW
	DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

	REFERENCES


